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Jay Yu Interview November £8, 1983 

by Wayne Maeda, SECS. 
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3 50 Jay Yu was born September 19, 1937 in the southern part of 
Korea. He went to school which was staffed mostly by the 
Japanese (Japan had annexed Korea in 1910). 

£300 Recalled the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950. He was 
living in the capital city of Seoul, Korea. He also 
recalled the propaganda of the Rhee government telling the 
Korean people that Korea would be unified and there was no 
need to worry or evacuate while the government officials had 
already moved to Pusan, the southern most part of Korea. 

□nee war broke out, Seoul was captured in a matter of two 
days. 

5s10 When the North Koreans invaded Seoul, his father had already 
formed a newspaper and was active politically but was a 
moderate who wanted to unify North and South. He was 
arrested by the North Koreans and taken North. He last 
heard about his father around December of 1950. 

8s30 Rest of his family — mother, sister, grandmother, went 

south for three years. He experienced poverty for the first 
time after the War as the family moved back to Seoul. 

l£s£5 After the War, he entered one of the top high schools which 
then led to college. He became student body President and by 
I960 he became involved in anti-government demonstrations. 

187 students were killed by the government during the 
demonstrations. He joined the Korean Air Force just 
prior to the students killings. 

17s££ His family’s religious background was a mix of shamism, but 
when he was fifteen he went to a Christian church. He 
introduced his mother and rest of the family to Christianity. 
The church helped the family cope with anger, sorrow and 
bitterness during the war years. 

£5s37 The percentage of Christians among the 40,000,000 South 
Koreans is around £5%. The North Korean population is 
around £0,000,000 with no official religion. In the South, 
Buddhism is the next most popular religion. 

£6:00 After he was discharged from the Air force he worked for 
UNESCO. 
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s£0 He first came to the United States in 1966 for six months to 
visit various Universities as part of his work for UNESCO. 

Is 17 He met his wife while she attended a work camp in Korea in 
i960. 

5s39 He decided to leave Korea because of the repression and 
instability of the Korean government. He also wanted to 
study more. He entered Brigham Young University in 1969, 
latter he sent for his wife. He received his M. S. W. 

1£:£8 He then went to the University of Washington to work on his 
Phd and completed his course work in three years. He, 
however, became involved in the Korean community and its 
problems. He realised that there was a need for bilingual 
lawyers. He entered U.C. Davis Law School and graduated in 
1977. He then began work for Legal Hid in Sacramento when 
he became involved in the Choi Soo Lee case with K.W. Lee 
(reporter for the Sacramento Union) for next 6 1/2 years. 

13s00 He recalled that there were 10 Korean students in Davis. In 
In 1977 there was one Korean church in Sacramento. After 
that the number grew to 7. By 1970, there was one Korean 
owned store, now there are at least 4. He goes on further 
to profile the current Korean business community in Sacrament 

17s£3 The growth of the Korean churches related to increase in 

Korean immigration after 1965. According to some informal 
studies of the 4,000 Koreans in the Sacramento area, it has 
been estimated that it takes about 3 l/£ years for a Korean 
family to purchase a house. Financial stability and 
education are the two most important issues for the new 
immigrant fami1ies. 

££:00 The majority of Koreans who come to Sacramento, come for the 
reunification of the family. Many of these families are 
interracially mixed (e.g., foreignborn wives of American 
servicemen). 

27:00 There is a Korean language school with about 80 Korean 

students. Language, culture, history etc., are taught at the 
this school. 
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£s£0 One of the problems facing Korean youth is the parental 
pressures or expectations to succeed in the professions. 

The other problem that the Korean youth face is cultural 
adj ustmerit or cu 11 ura 1 conf 1 ict. 

7s47 The major problems faced by the adult Korean immigrants 
language, cultural adjustment and employment. The major 
employers of Koreans are Oki nursery and three building 
maintenance companies owned and operated by Koreans. 

10s19 Los Angeles has the largest concentration of Koreans with 
about 300,000, followed by San Francisco, San Jose, San 
Diego, Orange county and Sacramento. The only real 
1imitation of the Korean popu1ation in Sacramento is the job 
market. 

i£:40 Main reasons for immigration are economic, political and 
educational. 

15s00 The effects of the Korean War on the new immigrants—interms 
of their economic outlook and survival strategies. 

16s50 Changes and trends that he would like to see in the Korean 
community. 

£3s£0 Comments on the Choi Soo Lee case which he was involved in 
and worked on for 6 l/£ years. 


